Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Monthly Meeting 11 November, 2009

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle Parish Council
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 11 November, 2009 at the Briantspuddle Village Hall, at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor Jenny Lightfoot (Chair)
	Also 
present:
	Councillors Paul Badcock, Nick Gore, Sue Jones, Sally King and John Russell

	Also in
Attendance:
	PCSO Stuart Hann and PC Nikki Spencer, and Anthony Braine (Parish Clerk)


One member of the public was present.
2009/090
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Charles Barter and Stuart Wilson and County Councillor Mrs Alex Brenton
2009/091
Declaration of Interest

There were no declarations of interest made on this occasion.
2009/092
Public Participation
Mr Derek Moss of the Purbeck Environment Action Team (PEAT) explained that they were a team of volunteers that aimed to educate people on environmental issues.  PEAT’s principle concerns were climate change and peak oil and they aimed to establish a network of local communities to work towards a low carbon, more sustainable way of life.

PEAT supported the proposed wind farm at East Stoke and asked that Members reach an objective view based on the facts when the planning application was submitted for consultation.
2009/093
Monthly Meeting – 14 October, 2009  
The Minutes of the monthly meeting of 14 October, 2009 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.
Changing Lives: Members received a brief summary of the proposed changes to the county council’s provision of care for the elderly.

Gully Lane Gate: The disrepair of the gate had been reported to the county council’s countryside access team but no action had happened.  The Parish Council’s Rights of Way officer would report the issue again.

Notice boards: Members learnt that a carpenter was soon to move to the area and would be approached about the work to the parish notice boards and shop window sill.

Bus Shelter Questionnaire: Members considered and approved a draft questionnaire that was distributed at the meeting on the need for a bus shelter.  Members agreed to distribute printed questionnaires to the households within their area.
2009/094
Police Activities Within the Parish

Members received a summary of crimes committed in the parish since April 2009.  This included the theft of a vehicle, theft of a lawnmower, theft of livestock, theft from a vehicle and a dog bite incident.  Calls to the police during this same period included the reporting of an accident, a call to prevent a breach of the peace, loss of livestock, concerns about a Traveller camp, temporary traffic lights not working, standard of driving, abandoned vehicle and fly-tipping.  The police agreed to provide an update on any outcomes with the reported crimes.

Issues that local residents have brought to the police included parking at the crossroads in Briantspuddle.  The police have agreed that when in the village, they would identify the owners of any badly parked vehicles and ask them to be moved.  The police had also approached the county council to pass on residents concerns about the position of village speed limit signs.  The police have learnt that as a result of a recent review, the county council are satisfied that the current sign positions are in keeping with county council policy.

The police also advised Members that the first day time police surgery in the village would be held on Thursday 26 November 2009.

The Police and Communities Together (PACT) panel would be given new emphasis in the New Year.  The Panel would include representatives of the fire and ambulance services, the district council’s community safety officer and the local housing association.  Each panel would meet as often as it considered necessary and Members were of the view that it should meet as and when necessary.

RESOLVED that Councillor John Russell be the Parish Council’s representative on the Police and Communities Together (PACT) Panel.

Voting: Unanimous
2009/095
Planning Applications

There were no planning applications on this occasion.
2009/096
Election of a Parish Councillor

Vacancy notices for the parish notice boards that advertised the parish councillor vacancy were distributed.  Any nominees would be considered for co-option at the next meeting of this parish council unless 10 or more residents who were electors requested an election from the district council’s returning officer.

2009/097
Parish Plan Update 
The Chair and Vice-Chair had met to discuss the parish plan and agreed that it needed to be updated.  The Community Projects and Sustainability Officer of Purbeck District Council offered to attend a future meeting of this Council to discuss this further.  A representative of Dorset Community Action (DCA) could also attend to discuss any potential funding availability
2009/098
Village Hall

The Village Hall Committee (VHC) was working closely with the Village Hall Co-ordinator of Dorset Community Action (DCA) to structure the hall refurbishment project and approach alternative funding bodies.  If substantial grants had not been secured by April 2010, the refurbishment project would be re-evaluated and alternative projects for existing funding would be considered.
The VHC was actively working on a number of initiatives which included the film club, the reading group and a brunch once a month on a Sunday.   Efforts to extend the reach of hall activities to surrounding villages were also being investigated.  An introduction to broadband talk would also be given by Connecting Dorset early in 2010.
The £350 award from the Best Kept Village competition this year was offered to this Council by the VHC as a contribution to renew the notice board outside the Village Hall.  The only specific request from the VHC was that the notice board would be bigger than the current one with a larger area set aside for use by the VHC.
The website was undergoing some updates which included a range of new pictures of the village that would appear on the homepage.  These originated from parishioners who entered the Village Shop calendar competition in August 2009.  Other changes are designed to improve the advertising of up and coming village events.  

2009/099
County Councillors Report

Members received a written report that summarised issues that the County Councillor wanted to raise.  This included the county council’s soon to be published traffic safety plan for 2010-2012.  The County Councillor regarded this as a way to qualify the small budget allowed for roads in the next budget.  There was no mention of goods vehicles in any of the text and the County Councillor has complained about the omission.

There was only group of Travellers in the Purbeck area and this was in Hethfelton woods.  Although the county council had chaired a meeting between the Travellers and the Forestry Commission, no progress had been made about a semi-permanent site.  

The budget was being discussed for the next year and the council tax rise was expected to be around 2.5%.  However there would have to be massive 'savings' in order to balance the budget within 10 years. 

2009/100 
District Councillors Report

No report had been received.
2009/101
Financial Report and Authorisation of Payments

The following payments were approved:

	Chq No.
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	100188
	Anthony Braine
	Clerk’s fees, October
	£222.51


Voting: Unanimous
The Parish Clerk submitted an interim budget statement for the current financial year.  The Clerk agreed to discuss with the district council the implications of an increase in the precept demand for the financial year 2010/11.
2009/102
Correspondence and Information

Members were informed of the following correspondence received:

	Date Received
	Origin
	Subject Matter
	Action 
(if any)

	Oct 09
	PDC
	TPO’s
	Noted

	15.10.09
	DCC
	Council superstar award
	Noted

	21.10.09
	NHS Trust
	Ambulance foundation consultation
	Noted

	Oct 09
	PDC
	New planning applications
	Noted

	Oct 09
	DCC
	Cultural strategy information
	Noted

	20.10.09
	DAPTC
	AGM of 7 November
	Noted

	22.10.09
	DCC
	Change to definitive map
	Noted

	22.10.09
	DAPTC
	Partnerships seminar
	Noted

	Oct 09
	WDDC
	Draft planning document
	Noted

	6.11.09
	Bere Regis PC
	DCC heavy traffic reduction
	Clerk to contact PC


2009/103
Roads and Highways

It had been noted that the scheduled re-surfacing of the B3390 had not started.  The work was delayed whilst other works took place in Broadmayne.  These works had been completed but there had been no sign of work to the B3390.  The Clerk agreed to obtain a projected start date from the county council.
2009/104
Risk Assessment

There were no specific issues to report.
2009/105
Any Other Business
Members agreed a co-ordinated response to Purbeck District Council’s consultation on the Core Strategy.  One main area of comment concerned the district council’s proposal to allow only affordable housing development in villages.  Members supported the idea of affordable housing in rural communities but were of the view that some market housing should also be included.
2009/106
Date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council would be on Wednesday 9 December, 2009 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.50pm
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