Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle Parish Council – Monthly Meeting 9 September, 2009

Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle Parish Council
The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on Wednesday 9 September, 2009 at the Briantspuddle Village Hall, at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor Nick Gore (Vice-Chair)
	Also 
present:
	Councillors Paul Badcock, Charles Barter, Robert Beedle, Sue Jones, Sally King and Stuart Wilson

	Also in
Attendance:
	Councillors Malcolm Barnes (Purbeck District Council) and Mrs Alex Brenton (Dorset County Council), and Anthony Braine (Parish Clerk)


One member of the public was present.
2009/057
Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jenny Lightfoot and John Russell.
2009/058
Declaration of Interest

Councillors Robert Beedle and Stuart Wilson declared personal and prejudicial interests in Minute 2009/061 (Planning Applications) Planning Application 06/09/0417 (Throop Hollow Farm, Throop, Briantspuddle) as the applicant was known to them through previous business interests and they left the room during the discussion and voting of this item.

2009/059
Public Participation
Mrs Philippa Thorniley brought the following issues to Members attention:
· The on-going problems of overhanging trees and hedges on various roads and foot paths

· The need for warning signs of traffic queuing prior to the A35 dual carriageway becoming single carriageway east of Dorchester
· The problems with the shared water supply to the village hall.
2009/060
Monthly Meeting – 8 July, 2009  
The Minutes of the monthly meeting of 8 July, 2009 were confirmed and signed as a correct record.

Village Hall Lease and Trust Deeds – Further legal advice had been received on the existing lease and trust deed for the village hall between the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee.  Members were given details of the suggested amendments and the projected costs for re-negotiation, which could be in the region of £700 inclusive of VAT.
RESOLVED that the Village Hall Sub-Committee review the legal advice received on the lease and trust deed and to make a recommendation for further consideration by this council.

Voting: Nem. Con.
2009/061
Planning Applications

06/09/0417
Erect stock isolation and holding building.  Throop Hollow Farm, Throop, Briantspuddle
Members objected to the application as the continued development within the open countryside constituted over-development of the site.
Members raised concern over the apparent progressive development of this site and asked that the planning authority make efforts to establish from the applicant the proposed extent of any future development of this site.

Voting: Unanimous
06/09/0498 
A pumping station including two kiosks, hard standing and fencing, and other associated works.  Corner of an existing pasture field off a track, north-east of Throop, Bere Regis.
Member raised no objection to the proposed development.

Voting: Unanimous
Councillors Robert Beedle and Stuart Wilson declared personal and prejudicial interests in Planning Application 06/09/0417 (Throop Hollow Farm, Throop, Briantspuddle) as the applicant was known to them through previous business interests and they left the room during the discussion and voting of this item.

2009/062
Village Shop
Members were informed that the Shop Manager had resigned and that efforts were underway to fill this important vacancy.  A letter of thanks would be sent to the former Shop Manager that would express the Parish Council’s gratitude.

Members also learnt that a window sill at the shop was rotten and needed to be replaced.

RESOLVED that the Parish Council would undertake to repair or replace the window sill.

Voting: Unanimous
2009/063
Parish Plan Update 
This item was deferred until the next meeting of this council.
2009/064
Water Supply to the Village Hall
Member considered a letter received that documented issues associated with the shared water supply to the hall and a proposed remedy.

RESOLVED that permission be granted to the Village Hall Committee to dig the necessary trench to allow the connection of the new water supply.

Voting: Nem. Con.
2009/065
Revised Arrangements for Delegating Planning Decisions to Officers at Purbeck District Council.
Members considered the revised arrangements proposed by the district council and raised no objection.  The Parish Clerk would communicate this to the Head of Planning
2009/066
Village Hall

The district council had confirmed the award of a grant of £35,000 which was conditional on all other funding being in place for the re-development.   Work on securing the previously granted planning permission into perpetuity was ongoing with an expected response by Friday 11 September 2009.  Further grant applications had been submitted to the Talbot Village Trust and Valentines Trust.

A meeting had been held with the Village and Community Halls Adviser from Dorset Community Action.  It was a positive meeting and suggestions were discussed about other sources of funding.  Doubt was expressed that the re-development project would be exempt from VAT.

Members were advised that a condition of the Viridor grant was that it would be the intention to make the hall available for public use on an ongoing basis beyond the remainder of the lease.  It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would provide a letter confirming that this would be the intention.

A programme of events was planned that included Artsreach, film nights and talks.  A Village Hall Committee Newsletter was being prepared and would go to every household.

2009/067
County Councillors Report

The County Councillor reported that she had discussed the issue of overhanging branches with the county’s highways department and had left location maps with them.  The highways department would make attempts to identify and contact landowners before taking any action themselves.  Members help in identifying landowners was requested.  The highways department also confirmed that hedges would be cut back and obscured road signs cleared during routine autumn road clearance.
Members learnt that the finger post budget had been withdrawn.  The County Councillor would continue to press for replacement finger posts and asked for details of previously submitted post locations to be sent to her.

Concerns were raised over the route of the diversion that would be in place when the A352 at Broadmayne was closed.  The County Councillor agreed to discuss an alternative route with the highways department.
2009/068
District Councillors Report

The District Councillor advised Members that he had abstained from the vote at the district council that had approved the council’s enforcement policy.  The District Councillor also highlighted the importance of the consultation on the core strategy public consultation draft that had recently been distributed.  He raised concerns over the issue of housing in the countryside and the lack of provision of affordable housing for young people in rural areas.
2009/069
Financial Report and Authorisation of Payments

The following payments were approved:

	Chq No.
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	100176
	Anthony Braine
	Clerk’s fees, July and August
	£423.83

	100177
	Hall Committee
	Hall hire
	£32

	100178
	PJ Edwards
	Gardening duties (July)
	£48

	100179
	Nildram
	Email account
	Cancelled

	100180
	Hall Committee
	137 Grant
	£1300

	100181
	Parish Church
	137 Grant
	£300

	100182
	Citizens Advice
	137 Grant
	£100

	100183
	BDO Stoy Hayward
	External audit
	£138

	100184
	Jenny Lightfoot
	Gratuity
	£14.74

	100185
	PJ Edwards
	Gardening duties (August)
	£24


Voting: Unanimous
The Annual Return had received an unqualified opinion from the external auditor and Members attention was drawn to the matter of fidelity guarantee as outlined in the issues arising report.  Members were of the view that no action was necessary at this time.


RESOLVED that the Annual Return for 2008/09 be approved

Voting: Unanimous
2009/070
Correspondence and Information

Members were informed of the following correspondence received:

	Date Received
	Origin
	Subject Matter
	Action 
(if any)

	July/Aug
	PDC
	Various TPO’s
	To Cllr Beedle

	July/Aug
	DAPTC
	Chief Exec circulars
	Noted

	10.07.09
	New Forest DC
	Poole and Christchurch Bay review
	Noted

	11.07.09
	DCC
	Cattle Grid response
	Noted

	11.07.09
	DCC
	Temporary closure of A352
	Noted

	11.07.09
	DCC
	Schools in Purbeck
	Noted

	24.07.09
	PDC
	Tourism review
	Noted

	24.07.09
	Community Partnership
	Funding for small grants
	Noted

	05.08.09
	DCC
	Joint waste review
	Noted

	28.08.09
	DCC
	Waste forum
	Reply

	29.08.09
	DCC
	Structural Maintenance list
	Noted

	08.09.09
	PDC
	Enforcement policy 
	Noted

	08.09.09
	PDC
	Core strategy consultation
	Email to members


2009/071
Roads and Highways

Members had held a site visit with the County Councillor to highlight a number of road issues.  This included low branches, the proposed width restriction on the B3390 and the speed of vehicles through Affpuddle.  The dangers of the road at Waddock Cross were witnessed that underlined the need for a “stop” sign and/or rumble strips.  The need for a priority system at Hurst Bridge was also discussed.
2009/072
Risk Assessment

The poor state of repair of notice boards was discussed, particularly the notice board for Affpuddle, and further attempts would be made to contract a local joiner.
2009/073
Any Other Business
There were no items of any other business
2009/074
Date of the Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council would be on Wednesday 14 October, 2009 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm
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